
 
 

Here some excerpts from Wisconsin beer and liquor laws and the relevant statute references 
that pertain to bartenders: 
 

No premises operated under a Class “A” or “Class “B” license may be open for business unless 
there is upon the premises the licensee, the agent named in the license, or some person who has 
an operator’s license and who is responsible for the acts of all persons selling or serving any 
intoxicating beverages to customers.  125.32 (2), 125.68 (2) 

 
How to obtain an OPERATORS’ LICENSE: 

 
The applicant must: 
1. Be 18 years of age.  125.04 (5) (d)  
2. Have completed a written application and paid the necessary fee.  125.17 (1), 125.17 (3) 
3. Have successfully completed a responsible beverage server training course within the past 

2 years and provide proof of same.  125.17 (6) or have held an operator’s license within the 
past 2 years. 

4. Be approved by the Town Board.  125.17 (1) 
 
The operators’ license is valid for a period of one or 2 years and expires on June 30. It is valid 
only within the municipality where it was issued. 125.17 (2), (3) 

 
 

How to obtain A PROVISIONAL OPERATORS’ LICENSE: 
 

The applicant must: 
1. Be 18 years of age.  125.32 (2), 125.68 (2) 
2. Have completed a written application and paid the necessary fee.  125.17 (1) 
3. Be enrolled in a training course and provide proof of same.  125.17 (6) (b) 

 
A provisional license is valid for 60 days after its issuance, or until a regular operators’ license 
is issued.  It is issued by the Town clerk and is valid only within the the municipality where it 
was issued  125.17 (5) 

 
 

A training course is not required for issuance of an operators’ license provided: 
1. The person is renewing an operators’ license 
2. Within the past 2 years, the person held a Class “A” or “Class “B” license or an operator’s 

license. 
3. Within the past 2 years, the person has completed a responsible beverage server training 

course.  125.17 (6) 
 
  


